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                                                    IDAHO SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

                                                    May 09, 2022 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Idaho Springs held a hybrid regular meeting on May 9, 2022, at City 

Hall 1711 Miner Street and via zoom.  Mayor Harmon called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 

 

Answering the roll were: Chuck Harmon, John Curtis, Lisa Manifold, Kate Collier, and Art Caccavale.  

Councilmembers Scott Pennell and Jim Clark were absent. Also present was City Administrator Andy 

Marsh, Assistant City Administrator Jonathan Cain, City Planner Jerad Chipman, Deputy City Clerk 

Wonder Martell, and City Attorney Carmen Beery joined remotely via zoom. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

Mayor Chuck Harmon asked for a motion to approve the agenda.  Councilmember Lisa Manifold moved 

to approve the agenda for May 9, 2022.  Councilmember Art Caccavale seconded, followed by an all-in 

favor voice vote.   

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Mayor Pro Tem John Curtis moved to approve minutes of April 25, 2022.   

Councilmember Kate Collier seconded, followed by an all-in favor roll call vote.   

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 

Councilmember Kate Collier moved to approve bills to May 9, 2022.  Mayor Chuck Harmon noted that 

the bill listed paid to Indian Hot Springs, needed to be changed to HWA, INC which is the business 

owner’s name.      

Councilmember Art Caccavale seconded followed by an all-in favor roll call vote.     

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

ORDINANCE FIRST READING AND PUBLIC HEARING 

Mayor Chuck Harmon opened the public hearing at 7:16 pm for a Conditional Use Permit for 

Rafting use at 1743 Miner Street.   

Community Development Planner Jerad Chipman started off by advising council that this topic has been 

to planning commission twice and at the last planning commission meeting on 05/04/2022, the 

commission recommended approval with conditions of this conditional use and sent it to city council for 

final approval.  Mr. Chipman stated that the applicants provided all of the information that the city had 

requested from them, including the long-term lease for offsite storage parking, re-striping the parking lot 

and an annual review of operations to check for revisions of permit is needed. 
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APPLICANT TESTIMONY 

Faith Costello-Wolff and Dan Costello.  Faith advised council that they have been trying to move their 

business (Mile High Rafting) to Idaho Springs for the past 5 years and it’s been very hard to find 

property that will support a rafting business.  Mr. Costello advised that the rafting business is only for a 

few months and that’s why the bike shop business will be run also, so there will be yearlong business 

and income.  The Costello’s stated that they want to give to the community and not take from it.  Mr. 

Costello also advised council that if they were to let him put in and take out at the property (1743 Miner 

Street) that would alleviate all his issues and take a lot of pressure off the CRC park and the Chicago 

Creek put in for rafting.   

 

COUNCIL DISCUSSION- Councilmember Kate Collier asked if the rafting customers must physically 

come to the 1743 Miner Street to check in for rafting.  The Costello’s advised yes to complete the 

waivers.  Ms. Collier asked about the storage of the gear and the rafts.  Dan Costello advised council of 

the screened in area (used to be a dumpster area) will be used to store all the wet suits and will be the 

staging area for the rafters to dress for their trips.  Ms. Collier also asked for clarification of how many 

parking spots there would be on site, and how many rafting trips per day.  Faith Costello advised there 

will be 3 rafting trips daily at 10 am, 1 pm and 6 pm.   

 

Councilmember Art Caccavale asked if there would be signage for their customers to advise that after 

their trip, they are required to move their cars to another location.  Dan Costello replied with yes, there 

would be plenty of signage and that when a customer registered for rafting, an automatic email will be 

sent to them also advising of this requirement to move their vehicle.  Mr. Caccavale also asked where 

the employees would park, if they would be shuttled in from a different location and Dan Costello 

replied with yes, they would be parking off-site and shuttling in.  Councilmember Collier brought up 

that she thinks the no put in rule comes from Fish and Wildlife, Mr. Costello advised he was unable to 

locate such a law and he has also called to the State to find any such rules, and he has had no success.  

City Attorney Carmen Beery spoke up to advise council that she also could not remember where the no 

put in rule comes from, but that council has a lot of authority over land use, and they can decide to 

remove or add conditions with justification.  

 

Mayor Chuck Harmon asked the applicant if it is ok to table this Public Hearing to allow staff the time 

to research the no put in rules and where that comes from.  The Costello’s, replied that yes its ok to table 

to the 23rd of May.  Faith Costello also mentioned that she works in real estate, and she knows that you 

own the land that is under the river so they can put in at their property because of ownership, 

Councilmember Manifold asked even if commercial, and Mrs. Costello replied with she was not sure on 

that point.  Kate Collied mentioned that this is a change of use, which is a big deal.  Councilmember 

John Curtis advised the Costello’s that if they were to alter the river or the rover bank in any way, they 

would be required to have a CORPS permit.   

 

City Attorney Beery advised on the two steps to table the public hearing; 1.  Continue the hearing to the 

23rd, and 2. Adopt the ordinance at this, the first reading because it can be amended if necessary, 

between the first and second read.  Mayor Chuck Harmon continued the Public Hearing to the May 23rd 

regular council meeting at 7pm.     
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MOTION 

Councilmember Kate Collier moved to table the Public Hearing for a CUP for Rafting use at 1743 

Miner Street with conditions to the May 23rd regular City Council meeting.  Councilmember Caccavale 

seconded followed by an all-in favor roll call vote.  Councilmember Kate Collier moved to approve an 

Ordinance Approving a Conditional Use to Permit River Rafting Operations at 1743 Miner Street with 

Conditions.  Councilmember Art Caccavale seconded followed by an all in favor voice vote.   

Mayor Chuck Harmon called the Public Hearing continued to May 23rd at 8:02 pm.   

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Staff report submitted with no request for action  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 

Assistant City Administrator:  Staff report submitted with no requests for action. 

 

Deputy City Clerk:  Staff report submitted with no requests for action.  

   

Community Development Planner:   Staff report submitted with no requests for action.  

Councilmember Art Caccavale asked Mr. Chipman if the new owners of the car wash in town had 

submitted any plan ideas for the muti-residential unit they would like to build behind the car wash.  Mr. 

Caccavale expressed concern on the steep slope behind the car wash and how the potential noise of the 

car wash may affect any tenants living there.  Mr. Chipman replied with no, its just in the idea area now.   

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Staff report submitted with no requests for action:   Chief Buseck wanted to express gratitude for the 

donation made in his father’s memory to the Wyoming Wildlife Fund.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Staff report submitted with no requests for action.    

 

MAYOR/COUNCIL 

Mayor Harmon read the proclamation for Public Works Week (May 15th thru May 21st, 2022).  

 

ADJOURN 

Mayor Harmon adjourned the meeting at 8:13 pm 

 

 
























































































































































































































































































































