


PROCENT AND PLAN OVERVIEW

Recreation in the Outdoors 
Management Plan
Phase 1: Aligning Vision, Establishing Priorities, Creating Capacity.

Idaho Springs City Council | April 8, 2024



What is Recreation Management?

Recreation Management for 
these purposes, is the process 
of managing visitation & 
activity in outdoor spaces, 
primarily on public lands in a 
way that preserves, protects 
and strengthens land, wildlife 
and community.
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BOCC Meeting Presentations

Research Phase

Interagency Team – 11 Sessions

Planning Partners Team  - 11 Sessions

CAT input – 3 Sessions

Community - 400 Responses & Open 
House

Project Process



ROMP Purpose & Vision

The Clear Creek County 
Recreation in the Outdoors 
Management Plan (ROMP) creates 
an aligned vision for outdoor 
recreation that enriches local 
communities and welcomes a 
diverse range of visitors in a way 
that protects and improves the 
integrity of the area's natural and 
cultural resources for the long term.



Goals

The integrity and 
preservation of natural and 

cultural resources

An authentic mountain 
culture and high quality of 

life for residents

A vibrant local economy 
supported by outdoor 

recreation.

A wide variety of high-
quality recreation 

opportunities desired by 
and accessible to locals, 
residents, and visitors.

Resilient recreational 
amenities that reduce 
resource impacts and 

user conflicts.

A clearly communicated 
expectation that visitors will 

plan ahead to recreate 
safely and responsibly.
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ROMP Structure
Management Framework: Adaptive 
Management
Recreation Management Priorities
• Trails Systems
• Creek Access
• Visitor & Destination Management
• Recreation Economy Planning

Recreation Management Principles: of 
Conservation & Sustainability

Report Structure
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CHAPTER 1. Recreation Management Principle: 
Conservation & Sustainability

Identifies core principles to apply to the management of existing 
and new recreational amenities 

• Emphasizes conservation, available resources, regional and site-
specific needs, best practices, et al.

• Prioritizes management of existing amenities first before consideration 
of new amenities

• Considers the purpose, need, benefits and impacts of potential new 
amenities

• Focuses on conservation and sustainability within each recreation 
management priority

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Put in Boxes with Icons



CHAPTER 2. Recreation Management Priority: 
Trail Systems

To appropriately manage the County’s trail system in alignment with the ROMP’s 
conservation and sustainability principles, a combination of strategies should be 
employed to meet the needs of the trails system, multiple uses, and high-use 
areas.

KEY STRATEGY

Evaluate systems-scale status and 
management needs for trails and 

associated amenities in Clear Creek 
County; coordinate on trails systems 
evaluation and management across 

jurisdictions within the County.

KEY STRATEGY

Address high use at 
14,000-foot peaks (“14ers”) 

and other high-use sites.

KEY STRATEGY

Develop User Specific 
Management Plans to 

address use-specific needs 
like OHVs.
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CHAPTER 3.

There is a need to improve the permitting process for the benefit of 
river users, adjacent communities, and commercial rafting operators 
by prioritizing coordination among permit providers.

Recreation Management Priority: 
River Access and  Recreation

KEY STRATEGY

Promote conservation 
and mitigate 

environmental impacts 
to Clear Creek 

KEY STRATEGY

Evaluate rafting and 
recreation on Clear 

Creek 

KEY STRATEGY

Develop an adaptive 
framework for the 

management of access 

points on Clear Creek .

KEY STRATEGY

Coordinate permitting 
administration among 
river access providers. 

.
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CHAPTER 4.

Destination management strategies fostering visitor education 
and stewardship can mitigate negative impacts to quality of life, 
minimize environmental degradation, and improve quality of 
recreation experience.

Recreation Management Priority: 
Destination & Visitor Management

KEY STRATEGY

Strengthen destination 
management including 
responsible tourism.

KEY STRATEGY

Incorporate transportation 
solutions into recreation 

management.
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CHAPTER 5.

Planning should prioritize opportunities that benefit local residents of 
the County in long-term, sustainable job creation, positive economic 
impacts to local businesses, and tax revenue for the County, while 
minimizing negative impacts to the environment and resident quality 
of life. 

Recreation Management Priority: 
Recreation Economy Planning

KEY STRATEGY KEY STRATEGY

Identify models of balanced 
local and tourist culture that 

exemplify Clear Creek’s 
goals for recreation economy 

planning.

Evaluate and create recreational 
opportunities for their ability to 

contribute to ecological and 
socioeconomic sustainability and 

cultural, community strength.
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CHAPTER 6.

Adaptive management is an 
approach to recreation 
management that balances public 
input, up to-date data and 
information, and established 
management priorities. 

This framework serves as an 
overall management approach, 
centers an equitable relationship 
among local communities and 
natural and cultural resources, and 
encourages collaboration among 
land management agencies in the 
County. 

Recreation Management Framework:
Adaptive Management

Adaptive Management Steps
Step Status

BUILD THE FOUNDATION Completed in the ROMP
DEFINE MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES Completed in the ROMP

IDENTIFY MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGIES

Completed in the ROMP

IMPLEMENT, EVALUATE, MONITOR, 
ADJUST
• Implement management actions.
• Monitor indicators and thresholds.
• Communicate with recreation 

partners and stakeholders.
• Adjust management actions as 

needed based on monitoring. 

Phase 2 and Ongoing Work 
yet to be completed:
• Create capacity for this 

work
• Identify ongoing funding 

needs
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CHAPTER 7.

• Collaboration: Formalize an 
interagency team.

• Develop management 
strategies for ‘approach’ 
areas: high-use, high-conflict 
zones

• Leverage mapping
• Creek corridor management
• OHV planning
• Visitor management

Next Steps identified in the ROMP
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CHAPTER 8.

• A ROMP team has 
convened to discussed 
strategy on how to 
implement

• The BOCC has 
directed staff to start 
with OHV User 
Management as the 
first Recreation 
Management Priority 
to address.

Implementation Update
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