


































































Comments – AVA Rafting and Ziplining Employee Camping Conditional Use Permit Request for Silver Spruce 
Annexation Parcel 
 

1. Rick Wells, Clear Creek County Resident 
 
Attention: Dylan Graves 
Community Development Planner 
 
Members of the Idaho Springs Planning Commission  
 
I am unfortunately unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to a prior commitment, but would like to put forth my 
concerns with this proposal for the commission’s consideration.  
 
I have been a resident in Clear Creek County since 2013 and I am a native Coloradan that has worked, played and 
invested my time and money in this community for as long as I can remember.  
 
Around 7 or 8 years ago transient people and seasonal workers including some of the staff from AVA were largely 
responsible for the Forest Dept closing down much of the disbursed camping up 103 because they left the areas 
trashy (did not gather nor pack out their trash, made makeshift toilets areas leaving toilet paper and feces on the 
ground and lots of pet waste). They often had scattered campfires without regard to burn regulations and didn’t 
fully extinguish fires before retiring for the evening. There were also similar issues with transient’s and seasonal 
laborers near Montane Park and up Soda Creek on public and private property. My wife and I personally would go 
out to some of the more popular areas along the road and gather cans and bottles and what trash we could to keep 
it from further devolving, while the USFS was trying to get the situation under control. At the time I had a fairly 
close relationship with some of the Ranger’s in the USFS including local leadership so this isn’t speculation, this is 
listening to the first person frustration and actual plans as they were formed and implemented.  
 
My concerns for the proposed campsite are: 
1- Fire. Has the Clear Creek Fire Authority Signed off on this? 
There is no access to water. Campfires should never be allowed. 
There is no hydrant or water source nearby. All water would have to be trucked in to fight a fire.  
Only one major vehicle road in, other egress is restricted to foot and bicycle traffic for the most part.  
2- Trash and Waste. Will there be regular bear-proof trash receptacles emptied regularly? Will there be Portable 
toilets anchored, and cleaned? Who will be responsible for the overall condition of this campground? 
3-Safety. Has the Idaho Springs PD signed off on the safety plan? The bike/walking path is frequently used by locals 
going to and from the city in the summer. Is there adequate parking that won’t obstruct the path or interfere with 
other community events (RapidGrass, Sports, etc…) 
4- Precedents. What is the likelihood that this act will open the door to many more such acts? It seems like an 
argument can be made that going forward, the Safeguards used and established for this purpose could or will be 
leveraged in the future and are we prepared for that consequence?   
 
I’m not certain who will police the area to ensure it has adequate sanitation and trash removal and that fires will 
not be allowed in anyway that would jeopardize the community. With the ever increasing risk of drought and global 
warming I am more than concerned. I know we have a perplexing unmet need for seasonal worker’s housing but 
this might not be the right answer if it is not regulated and supervised tightly.  
I plan on attending the City Council Meeting on Monday to voice my concerns and see what safeguards are going to 
be provided should it move forward.  
 
Rick Wells 

  



Referral Comments – Cleark Creek Fire Authority – Kelly Babeon, Fire Chief 
 
Our Engines and an ambulance can access the property as it is. I would be curious what Buena 
Vista required for the development they have there. The Fire Pit area is likely safe if managed and 
attended while in use. I would suggest a gas fired appliance that could be used during fire bans and 
with far less risk exposure from failure to fully extinguish.  

It would be necessary to have a site plan for the proposed camp sites with contour lines to give us 
an idea of access ability for medical and other responses. 

 














































